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Cancer registry was introduced first time in Bangladesh with development of Hospital 
Based Cancer Registry (HBCR)

Current cancer data collection strategy 



Cancer Registry of CMCH



● Data collected by cancer registration form following International
guidelines with some modification as per social context

● Data on demography, system-wise-distribution, leading sites,
residential status, smoking habit, method of diagnosis, pediatric
care, geriatric care, treatment received- are included

● Data compiled by electronic database (SPSS) and is published

How data is collected?



 Women’s motivation and registration are being initiated at the community level
 One CC serves about 6,000 population, which include about 600 to 800 women of the target

group (30-60 years)
 One CC staffed with one CHCP/ HA/ FWA/ multipurpose health care volunteers (MHCV) also

helps

Awareness creation activity- through face to
face communication, BCC material

200 Upazilas / 5,500 CC

CHCPs have necessary ICT equipment and they
can generate electronic data for DHIS2
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Electronic Data Tracking with Population Based Cervical and Breast 
Cancer Screening Programme (2018-2022)

NID is required for Unique 
registration number

361..

VIA and CBE facilities initiated
use of DHIS 2 to collect data
since 2013 and upgraded for
each individual women since
2018



Registration form should be used liberally

It has two similar parts.

One is for patients used as 
referral card

Other one is given to CHCP for e-
registration

Front Side Back Side

1

2

Both parts are filled up by 
HA/FWA during home visit/ 

awareness meeting

Women aged 30-60 years are registered with NID (National Identification)
number and an automatically system-generated unique registration number are 

used for identification of each registered woman



Gaps and challenges for Cancer Registries
Development of the PBCR is the major challenge

Lack of awareness 
• Scarcity of knowledge
• Fear, stigma and superstition
• Religious barrier
• Ignorance about referral system

Inadequate reporting
• Avoidance of notification
• Incomplete data collection
• Inadequate follow-up

Unequal access to care
• Lack of decentralization of care
• Unequal distribution of health care providers
• Disproportionate patients load

Resource constraints
• Cost of treatment and follow-up
• Lack of skilled manpower
• Lack of infrastructure 
• Lack of ICT/software facilities



Challenges for Cervical Cancer Registry and Electronic 
Data Tracking

Position of women in the society and cultural barrier

Slow internet connectivity 

Lack of resources for electronic data tracking

Different type of database and software system often create problem in 
data harmonization

Inadequate reporting by private health facilities to national  HMIS



Steps to strengthen data collection system
● Boost up of cancer awareness program
● Establishment of user friendly and robust referral system
● Making cancer notifiable and registriable disease through govt rules
● Proper maintenance of birth, death and other vital statistics
● Improvement of electronic data tracking and software
● Linkage between different registries
● Developing equitable access to cancer care
● Making diagnosis, treatment and follow-up cost affordable
● Investment in skill development and capacity building



Lastly

GoB is kind enough to allocate budget for cancer care

A visionary project is now in implementation phase for establishment of eight 100-
bedded comprehensive cancer centers

These centres will work as hubs for all cancer control activities, hospital based and 
population based registries

Financial and technical support needed from International Organizations and private 
sector for implementation of PBCR in Bangladesh



Thank you
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